Kandaha Inscription of King Narasimhadeva of 
Mithila [Oinwar Dynasty'}, dated S. 1357 
(1435 A.D.) 


By K. P. Jayaswal. 

This is the first inscription of the Oinwar dynasty of 

Mithila, which is also called the Kameévara 

а - dynasty. The king Narasimhadeva was 

inscription а contemporary of the poet Vidyapati who 

has mentioned the king in his books. The 

inscription gives a definite date of Narasimhadeva, and 

hence impliedly it affords a reliable date for Vidyapati for the 
first time. 

Kandaha is a village in the district of Bhagalpur, subdivi- 
Bite sion Madhepura, 8 miles west from the railway 
Я station Saharsa on the Bengal North-Western 
Railway. 


The record is inscribed on two vertical bars of the 
stone-frame of the door of a temple dedicated to a Sun image 
caled Bhavaditya. The temple has been rebuilt; the 
original image which is in black stone is still in situ, and so 
is the door-frame which is of the same material. “в 

Pandit Vishpu Lal Sastri, our Pandit conducting search 
Discove for manuscripts in Mithila, had been instructed 

Ty , 
by me to make note of, and report to me, if any, 
inscriptions were existing in Mithila. He discovered the record, 
and the staff of the Patna Museum took the impression last 
year. 
The temple of the Sun was made, according to the 


Object inscription, under the orders of the King 
of the _ Sri Narasimhadeva, by a learned 
inscription 


man named Vaméadhara, of the family 
of Vilvapaücha which is identical with the Brahmin 


T On the history of Mithila see previous papers in this Journal, IX. 
300; X. 37; X. 47; ХШ. 296; XIV. 311. à» 
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family now called Belaufiche in Mithila. Vardha m à na, 
the jurist of Mithila, also belonged to this family, 

The inscription begins on the due right, three lines being 
The engraved on it and the other three lines 
inscription оп the Opposite bar, The area covered on 

the right side of the jamb is 4 |^ хаў” and on 
the left. 3’ "x44". The average length and height 
of the letters are 1%" and Іў”. The letters show that the 
the present Maithili script has not Changed much in the last 
five centuries. One of the very few features of the change 
is the position of the dot to the такага. It js placed, in the 
inscription, in the middle of the triangle, while it is given below 


No distinction between b and о was made, 


The name of ihe second king of the line is peeled off 
Genealogy leaving the letters... rasimhadeva. I 
have supplied the missing part of the name—one 

manuscriptions, where Harasimha- 
Е аве. 


зітћадеуа, Occurs. The genealogy found in the inscrip- 
onde of three kings beginning with Bhavesimhed oe 


Bhavasimhadeva 
(Ha}rasimbadeva 


- Bhavasimhadeva was ' black 


The second king, his son, 
er in sacerdotal cere- 
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as suggested by Rai Bahadur Hiralal, is war and ward. 
This is confirmed by the modern Maithila term, Budhware, a 
Brahmin family designation, which seems to be the modern 
representative of Budha-patakiya, of Budha-pataka.’ 


I give below the transcript : 


Liner. чебч-бзай ҹа [fee этеа аЧдатачя 
АЯ | escena: «рачва ате дд «9 (яа f 

Linea, [...] «ч [:1] (1). [ 3: ? Jag fier 
fea-q-sta}-fetiztow-sitearatia-at 

Line 3. aware agarafa: | атат arent пага 
wurst 

Line 4. Wr wit: Әйа а-а-а: sredtaar атай n (4). 
иатеїеатда а- 

Line 5. -fqretarat facavageita а: Падае: gett un (3). 
Sr ата gare? aera. 

Line 6. заяў fu! [ая ц тас 
чац (9 ). 


Translation 


Line |. “The excellent Brahmin B havasimha was 
king. His body was like that of the king of poisonous serpents 
(i.e. black) but he was a collection of white fame. His so n, 
a thinker in respect of all the rites, and a brave man, was. 

Line: 2.54. ue [Ha] rasimhadeva. (Lines 2 
and 3) His son, the donor, is he, the rays of the nails of 
whose petal-like feet, were increased in lustre by the rays of 
the precious stones on the diadems of unfriendly rulers con- 
quered by his two pillar-like arms. (Lines З апа 4) Не pro- 
tects the province according to the system declared by Maya ; 
he, the grave $ri Narasimha, the forehead-mark (tilaka) 
of kings, the handsome one, is at present ruling. By the order 
of his this temple of the Sun (Line 5) is made by the learned 
and illustrious Vaméadhara, born in the family of 
Vilvapaficha. In the-month of Jyeshtha, in the Saka year figur- 


3 га 
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ing as five-seven (Line 6) and thirteen (= 1357 $.) by the order 
of the latter, Chandra of Budhapütaka has composed 
these verses," 
The date is Peculiarly worded. The chronogram is 
Sarásva-Madana. Sara denotes five and aéva, 
ion. seven; and Madana, thirteen, Following the 
rule аћкапёт vdmato gotih, "figures! тоуе- 
ment is leftwards,"" the chronogram should be decipher. 
ed to be 1375 and not 1357. We, however, know from 
à contemporary chronogram given by Vidyápati (JBORS. 
xiii, 297, 299) where ја (буле (2) (in his pakkha-pafthea-ve 
ja-ve 252+52= 304 1.5) reads the other way, 
do not read the Chronogram as 1375 
- We have two Contemporary dates fo, 
Dhirasimha Hridaya Narayana, son and 
successor of Narasimhadeva, which are given in Lakshmana- 


etu-darpani, а on the 
ig cr Ma Kitt Lal we King oan wt 
- "па over Mithila, Pat Boas ака ly Min. Напры а 
JASB., XI. 426, n. ара M. Слон wrongly sored 8 the 
поа нн etis Кате: ы et doa so a ча 
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arose about 1750 ^ AD. when the dates, — both 
old and new, in L.S. were converted by subtracting 
515 years from the lunar, Muhammadan Fasli year (see below), 
But the earlier reckoning in L.S. was luni-solar, and the earlier 
dates in manuscripts (вее below) yield near about 1119 A.D. 
as the initial date for 1.5. According to the calculation of 
Kielhom the initial year of L.S. fell in [119 Ар. The 
difference between that and the present calculation is of 11 years, 
and it would be a natural difference if the years were taken 
like the Hijri years as purely lunar years. The known date 
of Dhirsimha, viz. 321 La. Sam., in either case, will be either 
1429 А.р. or 1440 А.р. (according to the ancient reckoning. And 
if we take the date in the Present inscription to be 1375 Saka, it 
would be 1453 A.D., i.e, at least 13 years after the date of 
Narasimha's son Dhirasimha. Hence we have to accept the 
Other interpretation : батаёда-57, і.е. not 1375 but 1357 $, 
21435 А.р. 

It seems that at that time the chronograms were taken in 
Sroups of two figures; those two members were read 
vàmalo, but inter se each group was read ordinarily e.g. five- 
seven to be 57, not 75. This is exactly the figure-chronogram 
already ascertained to have been employed in at least one 
case, in which it was possible to verify it and find out 
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